The Church

The word church means a called-out assembly, referring therefore to the believers themselves and
not to the building. The word is best understood as referring to a local assembly of believers.
Hebrews 12:23 “To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,”. We see the word here
given as a near synonym to the phrase general assembly, like how hope and earnest expectation are
given as near synonyms in Philippians 1:20 “According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that
in nothing | shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be
magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.” In this case hope is an extension of the
phrase earnest expectation. Meaning an earnest expectation is part of the definition of hope, but
hope means something more, it is an expectation for good, not just any expectation. The same is
true of the terms general assembly and church. A general assembly is part of the definition of the
word church, however the word church means more than that, it is a called out assembly; meaning
someone else has assembled this general assembly. Ironically this could be said to be the only verse
wherein the word does indeed refer to a universal church, as it refers to a time when all believers
will be in united together in the physical presence of Christ, putting us all in one location as a general
assembly.

o Itis most important to understand that the word church is only used to refer to a local
assembly of believers in the Bible itself. The words church or churches appear 117 times in the
Bible; and all of them are referring to a local assembly. Understanding this is key to
understanding not only the doctrine of the church, but also your New Testament. Much false
doctrine in the world comes from this word having been changed to refer to the body of Christ
as a whole, such as the belief in a universal church or a denominational church. It is true that all
believers are united in Christ, and there are words used in the Bible to describe this; but the
word church is not one of them.

o While the definition of the word should indicate this, one of the simplest and most effective
proofs that the word church only refers to a local assembly of believers, is the existence of the
word “churches”. The word churches appears thirty-seven times in the Bible, which indicates it
is not referring to a universal body of believers, as then it could not have a plural form.

o In addition to this, phrases like the “church of” or other terms connecting the assembly to a
specific location appear more than twenty times. Consider also verses like 1* Corinthians
4:17 “For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the
Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as | teach every
where in every church.” or Acts 14:23 “And when they had ordained them elders in every
church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they
believed.” In each of these verse God notes that there are many churches, by the phrase
“every church”. Consider Acts 15:22 “Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the whole
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; namely,
Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren:” this phrasing has to refer
to the entirety of that local assembly, as it speaks of one assembly being united in reaching out
to another assembly; meaning this was not a universal church but two local churches. This can
be seen as well in Romans 16:23 and in 1% Corinthians 14:23.

o You also have statements that clearly must be referring to specific local assemblies, as in verses
like Acts 18:22 “And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted the church, he
went down to Antioch.” Where Paul is clearly saluting an individual assembly. You see a similar
statement in Acts 20:17 “And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the
church.” Where Paul is communicating with the Elders of the church at Ephesus, but the term



“the church” is used. This is also true of Acts 20:28, 1% Corinthians 6:4, 1%t Corinthians 11:18, 1%

Corinthians 14:23, Philippians 4:15, 1° Timothy 3:5, James 5:14, and 3™ John 1:9, 10.
All of this is to say that of the 117 times the word church is used, over seventy of them
irrefutably are referring to a singular local assembly. That means more than sixty percent of
the uses show the word clearly indicates a local assembly and not the universal body of Christ.
Does this mean though that it is impossible for the remaining forty verses to be referring to a
universal church? No, however, a study of how the word is used in those verses will quickly
show this is not how it is used in any of them. Many of them can be determined by noting they
are part of the context of verses mentioned above. Meaning that while it is not noted in the
verse itself, the context does make it refer to a local assembly.

Others like: Acts 12:5 “Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the church unto God for him.” Also can be seen as clearly referring to a
specific local assembly, but the language doesn’t strictly prove it. At this point there
were several established churches, are we to believe that that these churches were
praying universally, or that the Church at Jerusalem was praying for him? The context of
the story as whole would indicate this verse is about the local assembly at Jerusalem.
Of the remaining verses almost all of them are settled by the context of the book in
which they appear. Consider that your New Testament as a whole teaches only the local
church. Except for the four Gospel, which are establishing the New Testament and
setting the foundation for local churches to exist, all others are written to a local church,
or are in some way concerning a local church. Acts is the history of how churches came
about; Romans through 2" Thessalonians are epistles from Paul to specific local
churches; 1%t and 2" Timothy and Titus are to pastors about their churches; Philemon is
concerning a matter affecting a local church; Hebrews while less clear ends in a way that
lets us know it is an epistle to a church as well; James, 15 and 2" Peter, and Jude are less
clear but all seem to be writing to churches that were started out of the persecution of
the church at Jerusalem, the epistles of John are written to a church as he addresses
their leadership and members, and Revelation begins as a letter to seven local churches.
. How then does this answer what the remaining verses are referring to? One of the
causes for confusion is that in many verses the word church is used in a way that it
could be applied to any assembly of believers, however the question is simple,
who was the verse written to in in its proper context? Many verses of this nature
appear in Ephesians, for example Ephesians 1:22-23 “And hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, (23) Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” Christ as
the head and the church as His body, could be seen as a universal statement or it
could be applied to any local church, so what is correct here? Well in 1°
Corinthians 12:27-28 the same phrasing is used in reference to their local
assembly, as clearly seen that the chapter and all the following chapters are about
their local churches and their problem of not acting as one body of believers. “(27)
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. (28) And God hath set
some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” Also
the specificity of the phrase “ye are the body of Christ” notes them as a local body
and not part of a larger universal body in this passage. Again, God does refer to a
universal connection between believers in other verses, but here it can be seen
these verses are speaking about their local assembly. The difficulty for most is that
God intentionally writes this for our profit, so that we can apply such statements



to our church as well, as the scripture is given for our profit after all. So pretty
much all of these verse are then seen more clearly as being written to and about
the church who the letter was written to, but in a way that it is profitable to us for
doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness.

. What then? Are their any verses left un accounted for that could teach a universal
church? Other than the above mentioned Hebrews 12:23 which refers to us being united
in the presence of Christ as an assembly, there is only one that is open to debate; and
that is only because it is not part of an epistle written to any church. | am referring of
course to Matthew 16:18 “And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Which can
be understood in one of two ways. Either it is referring to the singular starting point,
wherein there was only one church located in Jerusalem. Making it like the other verses,
as being about a specific church but applicable to any church. The alternative is that He
is speaking generally of churches, as in the eyes of Christ He can look forward to our
eventual unification in His presence, just as He looks forward to us receiving our glorified
bodies with similar terminology. However, this verse doesn’t contradict the other 116
uses of the word.

Why is there confusion then about the meaning of the word church? There are a few extra biblical

reasons, the biggest being that the Catholic church has done a great job teaching that the church is

a universal body, as one of their many ways to make people accept and identify with them. Another

is that many churches believe in a denominational church, wherein there is a universal church but it

is only comprised of the members of their denomination. Like most things though, the biggest extra
biblical reason for such a false doctrine is a general lack of understanding and study in the matter.

There is one big reason in the Bible itself though, that being that until Acts chapter nine there is

only references to a singular church. Acts 9:31 “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea

and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort
of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.” Therefore, many people are led to believe that in the Bible God
was using the word church to refer to all believers, but this is simply not true.

o  Why does the word churches not appear until Acts chapter nine then? That'’s really simple, but
let’s consider the origin of the church, the one at Jerusalem, and with it all subsequent
churches. While there are a few Old Testament prophecies concerning the Gentiles coming to
Christ, and a foundation for this being laid in the Gospels, most would agree the church truly
began on the day of Pentecost, as this is the first time the word is used about an operational
body and not a future one. Acts 2:47 “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” This is of course also because it is
the day that the Holy Spirit began His indwelling ministry of the New Testament, and there is
no church if there is not Holy Spirit indwelling its members. On that day the first church began,
and what a day it was, as they immediately added about three thousand souls to their
membership.

. The church then continued to grow, but at the expense of ignoring the commission God
gave them. Acts 1:8 “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Jesus told them after they received
the Holy Spirit, they were to venture out into the world to give the gospel to others. God
had never intended for there to be one singular church, this was after all one of the
issues with Israel in the Old Testament. Their connection as one nations meant evil men
could rise to the top and spoil the whole body, while a localized body reduced such risk
and also broaden the scope of their outreach. This can be seen in part by how God



orchestrated things. Consider that God had instituted the day of Pentecost all the way

back in the law, about one and a half millennia earlier. Pentecost was one of three

Jewish holydays that required every Jewish male to return to Jerusalem, regardless of

where they lived. The other two being the Passover, and the Feast of Booths; the latter

of which is connected to the millennial reign of Christ. However, Passover had every

Jewish male present for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ; while Pentecost had them present

for this beginning of the first church and Peter’s Holy Ghost filled sermon. God'’s

intention was clearly that after these visiting for Pentecost were saved, they would go
back out to the countries they came from and start churches.

e Thisis why, as the church grew exponentially, people began having to sell their
goods to support those who had stuck around. This wasn’t God’s design, it was
something borne from their disobedience to His commandment to go out and give
the gospel. Acts 4:34-35 “Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of
the things that were sold, (35) And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and
distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.”

This is also why God allowed persecution to come into the church and scatter them. Acts

8:1 “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great

persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered

abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.” Notice
here, before any other churches have started, God begins calling them the church at

Jerusalem, showing that they would soon not be the only church. They had not began

the commission He had given them, so God spread them through this persecution,

leading to the churches mentioned in Act 9:31 being started. It is this singular view of
the church throughout Acts 2 — 8 that causes many to develop a similar view. God

Himself, notes this as being just one of many churches though.

e  We are told in Galatians 2:9 “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to
be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and
they unto the circumcision.” and Acts 21:18 “And the day following Paul went in
with us unto James; and all the elders were present.” This shows that James was
one of the pastors or leaders of the church at Jerusalem. Now unlike Peter and the
Apostles, that meant he had authority limited to that church, he was not the pastor
of every church. The church at Jerusalem was an individual church with its own
pastors, members, finances, and location. This is why the other churches voluntarily
gave money to help Jerusalem through the liberality offering mentioned in 1%
Corinthians 16:3. It wasn’t their responsibility to fund the church at Jerusalem, as
they were not one church; but they did it simply because they wanted to help.

e Another cause of confusion that is related to this aspect of the church at Jerusalem
is that most all of the Apostles worked out of it as their home church. This is why
people can be seen being sent out of it, or coming to it to get advice. It is not that
the church had some added authority over other churches, but that the Apostles
did. This is why Paul was able to exercise authority over local pastors, he too was an
Apostle. Acts 8:14 “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and
John:” Acts9:27 “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”



=  We can see in other passages how different churches were established as well. Two of
the most notable are the churches at Antioch and Samaria. These are two of the first
groups of believers that God specifically refers to as a church outside of the church at

Jerusalem. The church at Samaria was started by Philip, who led an evangelistic

campaign there. Then when people began to get saved and baptized, Peter and John

were sent there to establish a church. Acts 8:12-14 “But when they believed Philip
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both men and women. (13) Then Simon himself believed also: and
when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles
and signs which were done. (14) Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:”

e Concerning the church at Antioch we see a similar origin. In this case people being
scattered by the persecution of the church at Jerusalem, began winning others to
Christ. So then Barnabas was sent out from the church in Jerusalem to investigate it.
Once he met these believers, he then went to get Paul and the two of them worked
together to establish the church there. Acts 11:19-26 “Now they which were
scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as
Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews
only. (20) And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they
were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. (21) And
the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord. (22) Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which
was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as
Antioch. (23) Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the
Lord. (24) For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much
people was added unto the Lord. (25) Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to
seek Saul: (26) And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it
came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and
taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

e |tisimportant to note that in both instances God never refers to either group as a
church until a pastor was present to establish the gathering as a church. We see that
in the above passage, that the church in Antioch is not referred to as a church until
verse twenty-six, after Barnabas and Paul had worked there for a year. Similarly, you
see that the believers in Samaria are not referred to as a church until a whole
chapter later in Acts 9:31. This helps to show us that God has an order and structure
of what defines a church. A church should have a pastor or shepherd to lead them,
and while it doesn’t cease to be a church when a pastor is no longer present, a
pastor is necessary to organize a church, and a church should always look to have a
pastor to lead them. Acts 14:21-23 “And when they had preached the gospel to that
city, and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and
Antioch, (22) Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of
God. (23) And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had
prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”

What then constitutes a local church, or what should it look like? Much of what we could want to
learn can be fairly easily seen in the establishment of the first church in Jerusalem. Acts 2:41-
47 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added



unto them about three thousand souls. (42) And they continued stedfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. (43) And fear came upon every
soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. (44) And all that believed were
together, and had all things common; (45) And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them
to all men, as every man had need. (46) And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of

heart, (47) Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.”

O

By looking at this passage verse by verse, we can first see in verse forty-one and verse forty-
seven that churches are made up of saved and baptized individuals. We see those who
received the word meaning those who were saved as the term is used synonymous with
believing unto salvation, as seen in John 1:12 when God refers to those that receive Him. John
1:12 “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name:” Then we see that those who believed, naturally followed
that with being water baptized, and were immediately added to that local church. As we have
established there is no universal church for them to have been added to, and the language
prior to chapter eight is clear that it is speaking of the church at Jerusalem. However, we can
see this also said of the churches at Lystra and Derbe, that those local churches increased in
number daily. Acts 16:4-5 “And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the
decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at

Jerusalem. (5) And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number

daily.” All of this helps to set up the principle that each local church had its own membership.

Which, should be a natural conclusion, as each church functioned as a body with many

members. It should also be the natural conclusion as we are told they were added to the

specific congregation of believers who baptized them, making them members of it.

= Consider when Paul called the elders at Ephesus together, he told them to take heed to
their flock, meaning they had a specific group of believers for which they were
responsible. Acts 20:28 “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood.” Consider also that we already know pastor were
ordained in each local church, as seen in Acts 16:4-5 and in Titus 1:5 “For this cause left |
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain
elders in every city, as | had appointed thee:”

. It should also be seen that men like Onesimus and Epaphras were still considered to be
members of a specific local church, even when travelling to other locations to do the
work of the ministry. Both men maintained their position as parts of the body of believers
at Colossae regardless of no longer being physically present there. Which can be seen by
the phrase “who is one of you”. This is because both men had been sent out of that
church as ministers of that local church, and Paul was identifying them as part of that
church. Colossians 4:9-12 “With Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of
you. They shall make known unto you all things which are done here. (10) Aristarchus
my fellowprisoner saluteth you, and Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas, (touching whom ye
received commandments: if he come unto you, receive him;) (11) And Jesus, which is
called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellowworkers unto the
kingdom of God, which have been a comfort unto me. (12) Epaphras, who is one of you,
a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye
may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”



On the other side of this we can see people like Aquila and Priscila who moved their
membership as they moved from one city to another. This is because they were not
ministers being sent out of a church, but faithful believers looking to be involved in the
local church wherever God moved them. In the course of their lifetime they were part of
the church at Rome, then helped Paul as he started the church at Corinth, before settling
down at the church in Ephesus. 1 Corinthians 16:19 “The churches of Asia salute you.
Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.”
This is why it is important to see the church as a body, an illustration that God does
indeed use to describe churches, as well as marriages. That is because the illustration
helps us to see that a church should be made up of members who are united together
like your body and all of its members. Meaning each local church is a body, and every
Christian needs to be joined as a member of a local church body. Romans 12:4-5 “For as
we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: (5) So
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”
How then does someone become a member of a local body? First everyone is joined to a
church when they are baptized, this is part of why it is important to understand that
baptism is a church ordinance only to be carried out by a local church. Meaning everyone
is added unto their local church upon their baptism by that church. Following that it is not
as simple as attending a church, as we have already seen a few of the many examples of
people whose membership didn’t directly change with their location. Even Paul continued
to report to Antioch, as his home church when finishing each missions journey. If we can
learn from the other things God compares to a body, such as marriage; it can be
determined that your church is the one you chose to be connected to as a member. Itis a
matter of personal commitment, as that seems to be the case with those we see
changing their church membership throughout the New Testament. 1°* Corinthians
1:10 “Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
=  There is no real biblical protocol for how to handle someone choosing to unite with
a church though. This then leaves it up to the individual church to choose how they
administrate such things, which is true of much of the practical aspects of
conducting a church. There is liberty for a church to choose such details, as long as it
doesn’t contradict the clear doctrines of the Bible. Some churches vote on members
as they join, some require a letter be given by the individual’s previous church, and
others require nothing more than the testimony of the individual. Some require a
person meet a certain level of faithfulness and participation first, while others
require nothing more than the individual’s commitment to the church. None of that
is necessarily wrong, it is within the liberty of that body of believers to determine
how they will handle the administration of this. This is true as long as a church
doesn’t deny doctrines such as the individual becoming a member at baptism, so
that they can have the foundation to grow there. Also, as long as they don’t let their
policies cause them to deny scriptural teaching, such as setting an age limit on
membership and then denying baptism to saved people because they are too young
to be a member. 1% Peter 2:16 “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.”
o Now that we know what constitutes a local church we can look further to verse forty-
two and see how a church should function. That being a place where doctrine is taught,
where there is fellowship in and out of the general assembly, and where we pray for one



another. We are told that in Jerusalem they held general assemblies in the Temple, as
they were a Jewish church and were able to take advantage of the large property. This
was true until they began to be persecuted at least. This was necessary since their
congregation numbered in the thousands. However, they also met in smaller groups in
houses owned by their church members to fellowship there. Acts 2:46 “And they,
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,” These same locations
were used for preaching and teaching as well. Acts 5:42 “And daily in the temple, and in
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

Fellowship is one of the more under-appreciated but important aspects of why
we need a local church. God perhaps makes this most clear in Hebrews 10:24-
25 “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good

works: (25) Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” God commands us to not forsake the assembling of ourselves
together. You cannot be in the will of God and forsake assembling with a local
church. Someone who genuinely is unable to attend would be exempt from this
statement, as they would not be forsaking the assembly. However, for everyone
else it is impossible to obey God and forsake the local church. God expects every
believer to yoke themselves to a local church to help strengthen one another.
We are charged to consider one another and to provoke one another to love and
good works. In fact, God says to do this more and more as we see Christ’s
coming approaching. This means that however much we meet, God says we
should meet more. This is amazing considering we are told several churches met
daily at that time. Notice then that God also tells us to exhort one another daily.
Hebrews 3:13 “But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of
you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”

e Fellowship is needed because it strengthens us, helps us grow, and
protects us. God wants us to be part of a body where we can strengthen
one another, because alone we are weak. We are like coals in a fire,
together they produce heat, but alone they burn out quickly. We need
this community or family with other believers where we make each
other stronger in Christ. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two are better than one;
because they have a good reward for their labour. (10) For if they fall,
the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. (11) Again, if two lie
together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm
alone? (12) And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him;
and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.”

e We as believers should desire to be around one another and comfort
one another, just as Paul desired to be around his fellow believers at
Rome and to minister to them. Living in this sinful world and being
vexed like how Lot was while living in Sodom, we should find the
presence of other believers as a place of refuge. It is a comfort to be in
the presence of others who believe God and love Him, as opposed to
loving the things of this world. Romans 1:10-12 “Making request, if by
any means now at length | might have a prosperous journey by the will
of God to come unto you. (11) For | long to see you, that | may impart



unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be

established; (12) That is, that | may be comforted together with you by
the mutual faith both of you and me.”

Another aspect of fellowship and the local church to consider is that
many of the commandments given to New Testament believers cannot
be fulfilled without being involved in a local assembly of believers. This
is especially true in regards to unity and supporting one another
Galatians 6:1-2 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, lest thou also be tempted. (2) Bear ye one another's burdens,
and so fulfil the law of Christ.” Romans 15:5-7 “Now the God of
patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward
another according to Christ Jesus: (6) That ye may with one mind and
one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ. (7) Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us
to the glory of God.” Phlippians 2:1-4 If there be therefore any
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, (2) Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be
likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one

mind. (3) Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than

themselves. (4) Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others.” This is also true though of other
commandments, like how they were to collect offerings, since it was
understood, they would meet to do this on Sundays. 1st Corinthians
16:1-2 “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as | have given
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. (2) Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | come.” Please be
sure to remember each of these passages were written to a local church
about their congregation.

o Thisis perhaps more clearly seen in the teachings of dealing
with someone who is in sin. 1st Corinthians 5:3-11 “For | verily,
as absent in body, but present in spirit, have judged already, as
though | were present, concerning him that hath so done this
deed, (4) Inthe name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are
gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, (5) To deliver such an one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day
of the Lord Jesus. (6) Your glorying is not good. Know ye not
that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? (7) Purge out
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are
unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for
us: (8) Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven,
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (9) | wrote unto you in
an epistle not to company with fornicators: (10) Yet not
altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the



covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye
needs go out of the world. (11) But now | have written unto
you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be
a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.”
Paul begins by saying this rebuke must be carried out when they
were gathered as an assembly. He further explains that this act
was necessary to keep the man’s sin from infecting their local
assembly, like leaven to a lump of bread. This doctrine can only
be understood in the light of a local church. Paul even explains
this cutting off of fellowship is limited to people in their church,
not to everyone. Paul could not be instructing them to put this
man out of some universal body of Christ, no individual or group
has such power. As a pastor | have to watch my flock, | cannot
take charge of someone else’s flock to deal with such things.
These kind of commandments should be understood in their
proper context, as dealing with a local assembly of believers.

e Additionally verses about pastors and those who have rule over us
cannot be properly carried out unless we submit ourselves to a pastor
by joining their flock. 1st Thessalonians 5:12-14 “And we beseech you,
brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in
the Lord, and admonish you; (13) And to esteem them very highly in
love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. (14) Now
we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the
feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.” Hebrews
13:7,17 “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have
spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation. (17) Obey them that have the rule over you,
and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you.” These are just two examples, but in reality, most
books of the New Testament are full of verses like these, including
similar verses we used in the points above. Someone cannot be in the
will of God while rejecting the fellowship, accountability, responsibility,
and leadership that comes from joining yourself to a local assembly.
There is a great deal more to be said of the pastor and the leadership of
the church, but that must be left for another study.

Our last point of why you need a church is that it is not only necessary for your
health and obedience but also to your growth. As we have seen, they met daily
in their churches to fellowship but also to teach doctrine according to Acts 2:42.
In fact, Ephesians 4 would seem to say that it is absolutely necessary to have a
pastor and church in order to reach maturity in Christ. Since God says He gave
these to bring us to maturity. Ephesians 4:11-14 “And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and

teachers; (12) For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ: (13) Till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ: (14) That we henceforth be no more



children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”
The apostles and prophets have already done their part in laying the foundation
for our faith, if you are saved the evangelist has done their part in giving you the
gospel, but everyone still needs pastors and teachers to help carry out God’s
perfecting work in their lives. To be clear the Holy Spirit is sufficient in helping us
understand when we read the Bible according to 1st John 2:27. So it is not as
simple as saying that you need a pastor to teach you. That is indeed part of it, as
we are told they keep you from being tossed about by every wind of doctrine.
We are also told that pastors take responsibility for the souls of their flocks, to
feed them God’s Word. They also take responsibility to rebuke them, to mature
them, to provoke them to serve God, and anything else that is necessary for
their spiritual health. This also helps us appreciate the doctrine of the local
church, as it clearly defines the pastor’s relationship to his flock. As well as
helping to limit the reach of a pastor. If he is wrong about something it will
affect his local assembly but it will not pervert all of Christianity. This is why
wide spread sects and false doctrine come about easily in denominations that
practice denominational or universal churches, as each preacher’s reach is
beyond that of his local church. The opposite is true as well, in that the
individual believer is also limiting themselves from the influences and false
doctrines of many teacher, to that of one local pastor. This is why God doesn’t
ordain for people to forsake the local church and try to grow by the use of
online preachers, commentaries, or bouncing from church to church. God has
designed for His people to put down roots in a local church and to grow and
serve Him there. There is certainly a place for internet ministries in the work of
evangelism and getting people saved, but this can in no way take the place of
having your own church. When you have the Holy Spirit and your own pastor as
your teacher you are much safer than when you have many teachers all bringing
their personal doctrines and trying to build their movements.

e Your pastor is an important part of your spiritual growth and should be
honored for the work he is doing in your life. 1st Timothy 5:17-18 “Let
the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially
they who labour in the word and doctrine. (18) For the scripture saith,
Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The
labourer is worthy of his reward.” We already saw in Hebrews that we
are to submit ourselves to him and not be a burden to him.

e We can also help to teach and disciple one another through our local
church. Like Aquila and Priscilla, who were just faithful servants in their
church at Ephesus taking time to help Apollos by giving him the gospel
and discipling him. By being part of a church we can invest in others and
the cause of Christ, just as He has designed it. Acts 18:24-26 “And a
certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and
mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. (25) This man was
instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he
spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the
baptism of John. (26) And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue:
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them,
and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”



